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14 April 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRANSURBAN PROGRESSES WESTERN DISTRIBUTOR PROJECT 

 
Transurban has today reached an agreement with the Victorian Government on the key steps for the 
progression of the Western Distributor project through the community and stakeholder engagement, 
tender and planning stages. 
 
Today’s announcement comes after the State Government determined in December 2015 to progress 
the Western Distributor through exclusive negotiations with Transurban. The project remains in 
Stage 4 of the Victorian Government’s five-step Market-Led Proposals Guideline process. 
 
The Victorian Government’s media release is attached, which confirms their commitment to the 
project. 
 
Expected Project Timelines 
 
The project scope and construction costs for the project will be confirmed following the statutory 
planning process, which will conclude in 2017. The project timeline remains unchanged. The majority 
of Transurban’s capital expenditure for the project is not expected until major construction works 
commence on the West Gate Freeway/Western Distributor corridor, which is scheduled for FY18. 
 
Webb Dock Access improvements 
 

 Delivered with CityLink Tulla Widening works to minimise disruption to motorists  

 Late 2015: Incorporated into the CityLink Tulla Widening project  

 Early 2018: Works complete in line with CityLink Tulla Widening project  

Western Distributor and West Gate Freeway widening 
 

 To be delivered through a competitively procured design and construction contract  

 2016: Community and stakeholder engagement  

 2016: Planning and procurement processes begin  

 2018: Construction commences  

 2022: Works complete  
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Monash Freeway Upgrade project 
 

 To be delivered in partnership with VicRoads  

 Mid 2016: D&C contract award by VicRoads 

 Late 2016: Construction commences  

 2018: Works complete 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Julie Galligan 
Company Secretary 
 
 
Investor enquiries 
Jessica O’Brien  
Investor Relations Manager  
+613 8656 8364 



 

Thursday, 14 April, 2016 

DELIVERING THE SECOND RIVER CROSSING  
The Andrews Labor Government’s 2016/17 Victorian Budget will provide the full funding required to build the 
Western Distributor Project – a second river crossing that will slash travel time from Geelong by 20 minutes. 

Although it is unheard of for the Commonwealth Government not to invest in a project of such national 
significance, the Labor Government is providing certainty to the community by allocating the $1.46 billion 
required over the forward estimates to get it done.  

The Labor Government will continue its attempts to convince the Turnbull Government that a second river 
crossing and the significant travel time savings from Geelong warrant Commonwealth investment, however the 
Government will get it done with or without them.  

The Government and Transurban have today also signed an agreement on processes for the tender, planning and 
engagement stages and announced the establishment of the Western Distributor Authority to get this project 
done. 

We have also released the first full designs which include two options for connecting the West Gate Freeway to 
the Western Distributor Tunnel – either directly within the road reserve, or via ramps to a portal in adjacent land.  

To get dangerous goods trucks – which can’t travel in a tunnel – out of residential streets, the designs include five 
ramp options to connect the West Gate Freeway directly to Hyde Street. 

The Western Distributor will also link to the city and the surrounding road network with connections to CityLink, 
Dynon Road and an extended Wurundjeri Way. 

Residents will be able to have their say on the design options through an extensive community consultation 
process, including community information sessions beginning on 16 April and online engagement starting today at 
www.westerndistributorproject.vic.gov.au. 

The designs will continue to be refined as planning progresses and in light of community and other feedback.  

Quotes attributable to the Premier Daniel Andrews 

“We will build the long-overdue second river crossing, and cut travel time from Geelong by 20 minutes.” 

“Although we will continue to advocate for the Turnbull Government to partner with us on this project, we simply 
cannot wait to get on with delivering it, and we’re getting it done with or without their support.” 

Quotes attributable to the Treasurer Tim Pallas 

“We’re getting on with the Western Distributor to cut congestion, take thousands of trucks off local streets in the 
inner-West, and create 5,600 Victorian jobs.” 

Quotes attributable to the Minister for Roads Luke Donnellan 

“We want to hear from residents, industry and local councils, to help understand what’s important to them to get 
the design right.” 

 

Media Contact: Lisa Maksimovic 0421 597 669 | lisa.maksimovic@minstaff.vic.gov.au 
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